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Howland Wood Esq. 
The American Numismatic Society 


New York 1 a a 


Dear Mr, Wood: 

The editor of one of the art magazines who is congider- 
ing publishing an article on coins and medals which will inclade some 
of my work, has written to me regarding the question of using illustra- 
tions of some of the United States coins. I am aware that a few years 
ago an act of @ongress was passed making provision for the publication 
of such illustrations by authorized sociéties when the purpose was 
educational. as I am sure that you have had some experience in this 
matter I am writing to ask for some infora@s@ion which I have been unable 
to obtain through the Treasury Department. I would like to know what 
the procedure is in this matter, whetkherrit is necessary for an organ- 
ization to apply to some office for a permit or simply go ahead and 
publish illustrations assuming the right under the act of Congress if 
the magazine is educational . 


Assuring you that any information which you can give 
me will be much appreciated, I am, 


Very truly yours, 


Chief Engraver 


Degenbc? Vth 1929 


Mr. John R.Sinnock 
Chief Fngraver 
United States Hint 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Sit: 


| As I remember the present lew regarding 
the illustrating of Going,reproductions can be made 
of United States coins fer numismatio, scientific, 
historical and educational purposes, but not for 
general popular reading, such as newspapers and 
popular magazines and so forth. I do not remember 
whether the word art would come under this list, 
but I do think it could tome under the heading of 
edugational. I sugsest that vou write to Mr.F.G.e 
Duffield, 4215 Fernhill Avenue, Baltimore. He is 
more in touch with the matter than I OM 


Yours very truly, 


Curatore 


\ 3 | Feb. 28, 1930 
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yy Wyman told me over the ‘Satepnone the other dey, about the asae 
Lae a Chinese dollar that you are making, and that you wish to- know whether it ¢ 
ae abet ee. struck with the die vertical or horizontal. All Chinese coins are struc 
so that when turned over sideways, the obverse and reverse are right side» 
eg ee ty In other wrds, just the opposite to the way our coins are struck. I have es 
~——si“ heard, it said that it is absolutdly against the law in China, to ei eo 
ss go that they have to be turned, as we have t turn OUP. | \ : 


a 


"Modern Chinese Copper Goaner 


PY, The following account on page 6, by 
i. A. Ramsden , may be of interest to you. s 

\ ¢ 

hs "In connection, I cannot refrain fRaa porte Sendbinat Aleta article. Tae 
aL ‘Tixed and Toone Dies in Anciant Coinage’ OS pasate: phe to ‘Corolla Henig ca eu 


\ heer ak tt 


Dae ES we Z: 4 


Sige To most people the choice between and will seam = bea \alagre 
Sere Little moment, ‘here have béen those for whom it has proved all too serious. 
eo One of the greatest curiosities in the collection of Chinese. coins at the c 
s ache British Museum is a copper ‘cash, the dies of which have been adjusted 
c., 4 It was struck some twelve dante ago in the province of Fu Kien and was short 
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4n-an Hm tar oe bind letter oh vate by Mrs Hill, It is the invoriable rule that z 
| the dies of Chinese coins should be placed About the end of 1893 or bes we 
ss @Amming of 1694, the Tu Kien provincial mint, through an oversight, turned ‘ow 
“Jp. @ Whole day's issue-stated to be 30,000 cash, value 30 dollars-with the reve 
$ turned upside dom, ‘That is to say, the dies had been placed a is § wes : 
|. very soon discovered that the established practice had been departed fro 
,  - Gonsternation reigned supreme, The responsible persons were beheaded fort 
+i and the provincial authorities made frantic efforts to call in the whole oat 
_ offering one hundred times the face value for every specimen restored to t 
“aye mint. Under the circumstanees it is scarcely surprising that ‘ee 
issue should be exceedingly uncommon” » ae 
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Yours very truly, 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


ENGRAVER March 6 19%0 


Mr. Howland Vood 
The American Numismatic Society 
New York \  & 


I have for acknowledgement your kind favor of Feb. 28th. 
giving a description of the custom in striking coins which has * 
been followed for so long a time by the Chinese. This inform- 
ation is very interesting indeed and also very helpful. 
IT am making only the original sculptured models and the 
master dies for this new Chinese dollar. The coining will be 
done in China as well as the manufacture of the working dies, 
& coin of this size 1.550" in diameter, with a fineness which will 
probably be somewhat less than our own standard presents several. 
serious problems which must be solved before perfect impressions 
can be assured under the usual working conditions of the press-room. 
The flow of metal in striking is governed entirely by the character 
of the design, which cannot be judged accurately in advance. 
Repeated trials on the coining press are usually necessary before 
the master dies can be perfected. With this Chinese coin we were 
very fortunate in obtaining perfect impressions at the firat trial 
when the dies were set fF but could not get a verfect impression 
when set ff that is, without going back and making changes in th 
masters. 


The information in your letter established 4 point of great 
importance to me at this time, and I wish to assure you that I very 
much appreciate your and Mr. Wymans kindness in this matter. 

Yours very truly, 
a Ener 
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Mr. John R.Sinnock hae : 
Philadel phie Mint . : 
_ -Pyiladelphia, Penna. 


Dear Mr,.Sinnock: : | A as x a 


Under separate eover I an returning the medal. which i aN 
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you gave to Mre Bauman LeBelaen some time BLO» and ae Se oe 
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is a print st the medal. as peret wer ee yor. 


_ Very truly youces 
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JOHN R. SINNOCK - 2022 SPRING GARDEN STREET - PHILADELPHIA 


February 17 1936 


The American Numismatic Society 
Broadway and 155th. Street 


New York City 


Dear Sirs: 

Replying to your recent inquiry regarding 
adding the Carl Shurz Medal to your permament collect- 
ion, JI am pleased to advise that the Carl Schurz 
Memorial Foundation has given their premission, and I 
am very glad as far as I am personally concerned, to 
have a strike of this medal in your collection, 


Sincerely yours, 


je Ta UWP Steveveveh 


August 19, 1957 
John R. Sinnock, Esq., oe. 
The Mint, B' 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Sinnock: 


As you possibly may know, there has been a good deal of falsifying the 
Grant Memorial half dollar that was issued in 1922. A few thousand of these 
had the star in itaglio over the word Grant on the obverse but the bulk of them 
were witheut this star. Those with the star in recent years have brought 
extremely high prices and unscrupulous people have ‘phanked a» star in the common 
piece and sold them at an advanced price. To one who knows, this punched~in star 
is easily detected but to the ignorant, theks not. 


Some years ago I was given to understand by the Mint that this star was 
in the original die and after they got through striking the few thousands with 
the star, this star was smoothed off from the die (as on the die it was in relief), 
and the large number of pieces without the star were then struck. Is it possible 
to find out at this late date whether more than one die of the half dollar was 
struck with this ster. The reason I am asking is because the impression 
generally has been that only one pair of dies was made for each half dollar. (I 
understand, and it is probably true, that only one die was made for the gold 
dollar). A careful examination of the pieces with the star shows that the bulk 
of them show certain defects in the background that were later eliminated, 
presumably at the time they erased the star so that it is fairly easy to tell good 
from bad. I published my findings of this in the Coin Collector's Journal, 
issued by the Scott Stamp and Coin Co., for April 1937. Since this published 
account, my attention has been called to pieces that to my mitid @re absolutely 
gecuine but do not show the defects in the background. The die on these 
pleces, which is mainly found on those with the star, shows the G of Grant 
slightly outlined by cutting into the background. 


I have only seen but three of these pieces and the probability is that but 
few were struck with this die, more commonly found witout the, star. If it 
is possible for you to confirm the fact that there were two/more sets of 
dies made for the half dollar, I would like to kn w it as I want to make a 


pe pam Statement for the Journal if a second variety is known that is absolutely 
genuine. 


I remain, Very truly yours, 


HY ks ‘ Curator 


A 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
UNITED STATES MINT SERVICE 


T PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


UNITED STATES MINT 


August 21 1937 


Howland Wood, Esq. 
Curator, The American Numismatic Society 
New York City. 


Replying to your inquiry of the 19th. I wish to say that I 
have in recent months seen quite a number of the Crant Memorial 
half dollars with counterfeit stars and I read with interest your 
article about them in the Coin Collector's Journal. I assure you 
that I am only too glad to give you ail the information which I 
can find available, 


Unfortunately there is no written record which I have been ale 
to find,stating conclusively how many dies were used in striking 
the first 5,000 (those with a star), None of the personnel in ny 
department were here in 1922, I have interviewed the present Assistant 
Foreman in the Coining Room who was in charge of the striking of 
these coins and recalls doing so. But as it was to him just all in 
the days work and not being numismatically minded he cannot at this 
time recall whether he required more than one ohverse die or not, 


The incised line, cleaning up, the outside of the G in Grant is 
on the original hub, from which all the dies were made. It is 
possible that this line which would be raised on the die and very 
delicate could easily have worn off after striking a few thousand 
pieces, With the dies without the star, this would probably have 
been removed in cleening up the background at the time the star was 
removed, The records required by law were carefully kept and I am 
giving you these, as they may be of some assistance, 


OBY. REY. 
I am inclined to believe, NO 1-- 5,175 No.1 - -1,929 
although there is no proof, " 2 -not used " 2 = -6,658 
that No.l die was the one "8 -- 6.870 " G3- 2,116 
having the star, and if this " 4 - 797,502 t 4 -— 50,937 

is true then it would seem "5 = = 4.295 " 5 = not used 
that the full quota of " 6 = -16, 500 * 6 = 10,284 
5,000 pieces were struck " 7 - = 5,989 bvct 7 = 45, 759 
from this one die and No.5 *" 8 - 16,555 55° — 46% 5 

die is the only one which E . ~ not used 


struck less than 5,000. 5, 220 


*_ & 
eal 


Tt is just my theory that, the delicate line around the G wore 
off towabad the end of the rum. I shall be on the look-out for any 


further information on this, Very truly yours, P 
acd pe ey 


. 


John R. Sinnock, Esq., 
Treasury Department, 
United States Mint Service, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Sinnock: 


Many thanks for your reply to my shonlead ‘This bia: reall; 
given me a good deal of information, namely, that 20 obverse die 
were made and 6 used, and 7 reverse dies, of which six were used. 
I have already detected 4 or 5 of the reverse dies. . | a : ce sh A 


at: 
The easiest way to detect some of these is the perted 8 ‘ 
Pluri. On most of those with the star this period is. very defe 
I have only seen one with this defective period on a piece with 
the star. Most of those without the dar have a nice, round, — 
hemisphere-like period. Others have a round, flat—topped peri 
se cut into the branch of the tree; others: do note 


Reading from the numbers struck fro the aifferent ates, I 
inclined to think that the bulk of the Grants were struck from 
No. 5 die and the remaining of the 5,000 from another die. This 
would, I think, make about the pipe proportion for Grant nee Z 
without Star, assuming that only two ais were bedi 3 os 


Very truly yours P 


Curator © 


HW ks 


